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INTRODUCTION 


This report covers the calendar year 1968 which represents the tenth 
complete year of the operation of the Alberta Hospitalization Benefits Plan. 


In any attempt to assess progress one must be cognizant of the various 
elements which have a direct bearing on the assessment. This requires a recognition 
of those factors over which control of the central agency of government can be 
exercised, coupled with a recognition of the subjective nature of the end product 
which is patient care. Although it is difficult to measure the effect of certain of 
these factors empirically, nevertheless, taken with the previous reports the evolution 
of the plan can be recognized. Comparisons with other provincial plans and areas 
of concern tend to indicate that the Alberta Hospitalization Benefits Plan to date 
measures up favourably. It must be recognized that although our progress has 
been favourable when measured by a comparative procedure, we must not leave 
the mistaken assumption that we have attained the ultimate. Many problems, both 
objective and subjective, still remain as a constant challenge for the future develop- 
ment and improvement of the patient care available for the residents of the 
Province of Alberta. 


The Hospital Services Section of the Department of Health represents one 
of the administrative arms of the Provincial Government in the delivery of health 
care to Alberta residents. It has been organized to carry out the administration 
aspect of the program and to give the Legislature an assurance that the imple- 
mentation of the policies will be carried out with a minimum of central control as 
is reasonable, still having regard to the obligation imposed by being charged with 
the spending of public funds. Although an assessment of this area of health care is 
difficult to determine specifically, the general tenor of the relationships in the 
hospitalization field this past year indicates that this has been accomplished. 


It is, therefore, reasonable that we acknowledge our awareness and appreci- 
ation of the numerous agencies whose efforts are reflected in the data presented 
in this report. The results represent an attempt at a type of co-ordination between 
government and the residents of the Province of Alberta. This is reflected in an 
improved level of patient care coupled with a diminution of the administrative 
problems through the effective utilizing of the funds expended. 


The co-operation and understanding of the Executive Committee of Gov- 
ernment has facilitated the progress which has been attained in the current year. 
In an area of expenditure of the magnitude involved in the hospital field, concerns 
are natural and every attempt has been made to prevent arbitrary decisions from 
being made. In this area the co-operation of the Executive Committee in reviewing 
carefully changes implemented is appreciated. 
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I. ADMINISTRATIVE RESPONSIBILITY 


The primary responsibility and function of the 
Hospital Services Section of the Department of Health 
is set out in The Department of Health Act passed and 
assented to on 11 April, 1967, which states: 


“The Department shall be divided into two 
sections: 


(a) The Hospital Services Section, which shall be 
responsible for the operation of programs to be 
provided for the people of Alberta under The 
Alberta Hospitals Act and The Nursing Homes 
Act or such parts of them as the Minister may 
desire and such other programs as the Minister 
directs.” 


John Douglas Campbell was appointed as the 
Deputy Minister of Health, Hospital Services Section, 
effective 1 May, 1967. 


This report has been limited to The Alberta 
Hospitals Act. A separate report is provided covering 
the administrative responsibilities under The Nursing 
Homes Act. 


As stated in the Introduction, an attempt has been 
made in developing the administrative organization to 
provide for the maximum participation of the various 
groups of residents directly or indirectly involved in 
the end product of patient care to the residents of the 
Province of Alberta. The responsibilities of the Hospital 
Services Section becomes one of co-ordination but at 
the same time assuming an overall responsibility arising 
from the expenditure of public funds in this area. In the 
area of statutory support our recommendations have 
been designed to support local autonomy, but at all 
times not abrogating the responsibility underlying the 
expenditure of public funds. 


The Hospital Services Section is primarily a 
paying agent of the Provincial Government for hospi- 
talization. The financial aspects, therefore, assume a 
predominant role in the duties of the Section. Under 
the Alberta Hospitalization Benefits Plan a joint re- 
lationship exists between the federal and provincial 
authorities. This is covered by an agreement which 
involves financial relationships in the form of monthly 
payments on account with a final settlement at the end 
of the calendar year. In addition to the broad general 
financial relationships, a close working arrangement has 
been developed between the boards of the individual 
hospitals and the Hospital Services Section covering 
the detailed aspects of financing. 


Mr. A. J. Nykolyn, B.Com., C.A., holds the 
position of Controller for the Section and through his 
staff assumes the major responsibility in this area. 


Periodic financial and statistical reports are re- 
ceived from the individual hospitals and an organized 
program of inspection of the hospitals has been imple- 
mented and carried out by members of the Hospital 
Services Section staff. This program is supplemented 
by a liaison committee operation carried on between 
the Hospital Services Section and the Alberta Hospital 
Association. 


The aspect of routine inspection of the hospitals 
is carried out under the jurisdiction of Mr. B. H. 


Foster. This inspection forms the direct link for com- 
munication between the hospitals and the Hospital 
Services Section. The primary purpose of the inspection 
service in the implementation of local autonomy is to 
assist rather than direct the local hospital admini- 
stration. Certain direct consultation services to the 
hospitals have been delegated to the Alberta Hospital 
Association rather than to attempt to cover it under 
provincial jurisdiction. Although this has been done, 
the Hospital Services Section has not abrogated com- 
pletely the aspect of consultation with the member 
hospitals. 


The aspect of medical care and its relationship 
to patient care has been recognized. Although no pro- 
fessional medical personnel have been appointed to 
the staff of the Hospital Services Section, a Liaison 
Committee of the Hospital Services Section and the 
College of Physicians and Surgeons, in alliance with 
the Alberta Medical Association, is active. Problems 
encountered involving medical matters are referred to 
the Committee and it has operated very effectively as 
a means of communication and co-ordination between 
the medical profession and the Government in the 
hospital area and related fields. 


A direct relationship exists between the Hospital 
Services Section and the individual hospitals in the area 
of providing facilities and related equipment. Since the 
operation of the Hospital Services Section in this area 
is fairly detailed, a separate section has been set up 
covering this particular area. Mr. Ing. Jac de Jong, 
C.I., B.Arch., is in charge of this particular section 
and has jurisdiction over this area supplemented by 
internal committees, both in construction and equip- 
ment. The committees meet regularly in reviewing the 
requests which are made by the hospitals. The signifi- 
cant aspect of the committee work is to assure uni- 
formity of treatment and the development of acceptable 
yardsticks. 


Mr. A. H. McLean has been allocated the respon- 
sibility of the area of research and development within 
the Hospital Services Section, other than financial. The 
area has been involved mainly in regard to provincial 
and federal statistics in regard to health services. 


The late Mr. D. A. Richardson, B.A., was in 
charge of the general office routine, together with 
interrelationships between the Hospital Services Section 
and other areas of the provincial and federal govern- 
ments. In addition to these functions he performed the 
secretarial duties for all liaison committees. 


The organizational pattern of the Hospital Services 
Section reflects a functional base. This is supplemented 
by committees recognizing the interrelationships be- 
tween the various sections. The relatively small number 
of staff enables this form of organization to be effective 
both in communication and co-ordination. 


In summary, the administrative organization of the 
Hospital Services Section has been developed to meet, 
in the most effective manner, the administrative func- 
tions which have been delegated to it. Details have 
been reduced and the major efforts are directed 
towards the control of the spending of public funds in 
a manner which will maximize the effectiveness of local 
autonomy. 
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Cost of Administration 


The significance of the administration costs of 
the Hospital Services Section can only be assessed on 
the basis of the effectiveness of the functions which are 
carried out. Although these functions are to a degree 
subjective in nature, the general consensus of opinion 
is that they are fulfilling the primary purpose for which 
they have been created in the areas of communication 
and co-ordination. At the same time adequate assur- 
ance is provided supporting the expenditure of public 
funds in the significant area of health care related to 
hospitals within the Province. The financial information 
presented covering the administration of the Hospital 
Services Section indicates the application of the prin- 
ciples of cost control present within the Section which 
have been advocated within the broad hospital spectrum. 


Table 1 presents the detail of the administration 
costs of the Hospital Services Section for the fiscal year 


ending 31 March, 1965 to 1969, inclusive. The increase 
in the current year over the previous year approximates 
10 per cent. The cost of administration in relation to 
the expenditures made by the Hospital Services Section 
is considerably lower than the corresponding costs of 
administration of other provinces when related to the 
expenditures made. In the area of services rendered 
under the administrative responsibilities the effective- 
ness of cost control and the level of patient care can be 
supported against a backdrop of availability of beds at 
a higher level per capita than most of the other prov- 
inces in Canada. In spite of the accomplishments of 
the past continued attention has been directed towards 
a more effective control over the expenditures made in 
the areas involved under the responsibility of the 
Hospital Services Section. In relationship to the total 
cost of the Plan the cost of administration has been 
decreasing while services provided under the Plan have 
been increasing. 


TABLE 1 
HOSPITAL SERVICES SECTION - ADMINISTRATION COSTS 























Automotive Equipment 
Entertainment Expenses : 
Fees and Commissions 750. 60 








Freight, Express and Cartage Ws Se 
Furnishings, Equipment and Tools 708. 56 
Administrative - Materials and Supplies} 13,381.75 
Postage 2,851.45 
Rentals 65 2 9eZ0 
Repairs and Maintenance of Equipment 

and Furnishings 904, 62 
Salaries 240, 153.98 
Telephones and Telegraphs 609. 64 
Travel Expenses - 

Public Service 7,266. 79 

Others 
Tuition Fees Covered 
Miscellaneous 


FISCAL YEARS ENDED MARCH 31 . 
1965 1967 1968 ~ 1969 


MSs (evs he 


ZS Dee oy 


$286, 825, 






652. 


Z2ROCSs 
6, 043, 


801. 
405. 


a O55 





$296,776. $329, 848.02 $366,092. 








TABLE 2: HOSPITAL SERVICES SECTION 
COST OF ADMINISTRATION IN COMPARISON WITH EXPENDITURES MADE BY THE 
PROVINCIAL GOVERNMENT UNDER THE ALBERTA HOSPITALIZATION BENEFITS PLAN 






1, Expenditures Made by the Provincial Government 


under the Alberta Hospitalization Benefits Plan ($000's)| $69, 556 


2. Cost of Administration (Table 1)($000's) ee Be ae ee 

3. Percentage of 2 tol 29% 27% 

4, Residents Covered under Alberta Hospitalization ; , ‘ 
Benefits Plan (000's) 

5. Cost of Administration per Resident * aaa oy 

6. Construction Grants ($000's) $ 4 : i 

7. Nursing Home Care ($000's) oe omlneemon 













FISCAL YEARS ENDED MARCH 31 


































$ 6,472 
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Il. CHANGES AND POINTS OF INTEREST 
IN THE PLAN 


During the latter part of the year 1967 and 
throughout 1968 attention has been directed towards 
financing problems caused by inflating prices and costs 
which would tend to inhibit expansion of hospital 
services. 


Preliminary studies and research projects were 
instituted to determine if certain drug prices could be 
reduced. The information from these studies encour- 
aged the planning of a system of group drug purchasing 
by tendering drugs to suppliers to obtain competitive 
bids and prices. The project would be carried out 
through the joint effort of the Hospital Services Section 
with the Joint Therapeutic and Pharmacy Committee 
of the College of Physicians and Surgeons and the 
Alberta Hospital Association. 


The existence of a variation in the co-insurance 
tate between active treatment and auxiliary hospitals 
caused problems in the movement of patients according 
to need. Effective 1 April, 1968, the auxiliary hospital 
daily co-insurance was increased from $1.50 to $2.00. 
This reduced the pressure on these hospitals and allevi- 
ated the problems caused by this variation with active 
treatment hospitals. 


Also, the charges for a patient in a Provincial 
Mental Hospital have been adjusted effective 1 April, 
1968, to $2.00 per day for co-insurance. If a mental 
patient is hospitalized in one of the active treatment 
or auxiliary hospitals the charge will be at the current 
per diem rate according to the rate structure of that 
hospital. 


As of 1 April, 1968, the Dr. W. W. Cross Cancer 
Institute, Provincial Cancer Hospital opened. The 
hospital officially assumed responsibility for the em- 
ployment, salary schedules and employees hired effec- 
tive 1 January, 1968, in addition to any outstanding 
purchasing contracts negotiated on the hospital’s behalf 
by the Provincial Government Purchasing Agency. The 
hospital comes under the jurisdiction of the Hospital 
Services Section of the Department of Health and, 
therefore, under all the relevant regulations of The 
Alberta Hospitals Act. 


Il. FINANCING 
A. General 


In the Province of Alberta the Provincial Govern- 
ment, in partnership with the Federal Government, the 
Municipal Government and the resident, has accepted 
the financial responsibility for the provision of standard 
ward hospital care to persons eligible as residents for 
hospital care. This service involves both in-patient 
hospital care, within and outside of the provincial 
boundaries, and out-patient care within the provincial 
boundaries. 

Within the Province the most significant sources 
of care are provided by hospitals owned and operated 
by municipalities, voluntary organizations and provin- 
cially-owned hospitals. In these institutions the costs 
of standard ward care are met by the hospitalization 
plan on a net cost incurred basis. Alternative sources 
of care are provided on a contract basis provided by 
Federal and other Contract hospitals within the Provy- 
ince. Payment in these latter facilities is made on a 
patient day basis. 


In the case of out-patient services incurred within 
the Province, these are supplied not only by the hospi- 
tals but also by private clinics and in doctors’ offices. 
Payments in regard to the out-patient services incurred 
in the hospitals and in certain approved clinics are 
shared with the Federal Government whereas the 
balance of the payments made are met by the Provin- 
cial Government. In all cases the resident is required 
to bear a payment of 20 per cent based on a schedule 
of charges approved by the Minister. 


Where certain services are provided by the hospi- 
tals over and above the level of standard ward care the 
resident is assessed for the additional cost. In the case 
of private and semi-private accommodation certain 
limits have been set by the regulations and are tied in 
to the approximate cost of the services involved. 


The Provincial Government has accepted the basic 
financial responsibility of the capital costs for buildings 
and equipment. Outright payments are made for equip- 
ment and are shared with the Federal Government 
under the joint hospitalization agreement. In the con- 
struction area grants are utilized for approximately 10 
per cent of the costs which are shared with the Federal 
Government. The balance of the costs have been 
accepted by the Provincial Government through the 
process of repayment of debentures and debenture 
interest which are utilized at the time of construction 
in financing the projects. Capital costs incurred in con- 
struction range in the vicinity of from $12,000 to 
$18,000 per bed. 


The operational costs involved in providing 
standard ward care to the residents of the Province of 
Alberta are closely allied to the unit of services repre- 
sented by patient days. At the present level of costs 
the yearly operating costs run in the vicinity of $8,000 
per bed. 


These factors serve to indicate the importance in 
the control of costs of exercising care as to the approval 
of new beds. At the present time beds previously 
approved are coming into operation and are creating a 
built-in increase in operating costs. 


The examination of the operational costs has been 
made as to: 


(1) the impost borne by the various partners 
taking part in the financing of the cost in- 
creases, 

(2) the operational areas involved in the increase 
in costs, and 

(3) the total cost per capita of hospitalization to 
the residents of the Province of Alberta. 


B. Total Cost of Hospitalization 


Table 3(b) presents the total cost of hospitaliza- 
tion as shared by the different participants. It repre- 
sents the combined total of Tables 3(a) and 7. Table 
3(b) differs from 3(a) in that the owners’ share 
includes both the municipal hospital boards and the 
voluntary hospital owners’ share. The owners’ responsi- 
bility represents the costs which are left with the 
hospitals, made up of costs incurred in the operation 
of the hospitals in excess of the ceiling amounts estab- 
lished as representing the Provincial Government's 
financial responsibility, and interest on loans not 
accepted by the Provincial Government. 
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TABLE 3(a) 


SHARING’OF THE COSTS OF THE PLAN 













$ 6,155,098 
10, 500, 645 
40, 826, 006 
41, 881, 487% 


Patients! Share $ 
Municipal Four Mill Levy 
Provincial Government 


Federal Government 


OR 








$99, 363, 236 








(Pa fay Coke 
10, 820, 752 
50, 246, 342 
48, 943, 439% 


11,153, 206 
59,576,124 
57,422,041 


* Federal sharing revised for 1966 and 1967 to agree with actual Federal final settlements, 


TABLE 3(b) 


ROMA in GOS iO 





Patients' Share $412,040, 342 

Owners! Share (including 
Municipal Four Mill Levy) 

Provincial Government 


Federal Government 








1135972896 
43,045, 583 
43,166, 829 


Table 5 presents an analysis of how the increase 
in total cost of hospitalization is shared by the partici- 
pants. Although the Federal contribution was less than 
the Provincial Government’s contribution, the largest 
increase was in funds contributed by the Federal Gov- 
ernment. 


Table 6 presents an analysis of the operational 
and construction areas involved in this increase in cost 
of hospitalization. The largest increase was in cost of 
salaries for personnel and supplies, a 7.2 per cent 
increase over 1967. Total costs rose only 11.2 per cent 
in 1968 as against a rise of 21.5 per cent in 1967. This 
is largely attributed to the fact that there was a smaller 
increase in 1968 in number of hospital beds put into 
service and in level of price. 


C. Hospital Construction 


As the beds in use within the Province play a 
significant part in the determination of the level of 


TABLE 4 


1 TOTAL ALBERTA HOSPITALIZATION PER CAPITA COSTS 
FOR THE YEARS 1965-1968 



























1965 1966 1967 1968 

Patients! Share $7.99 |} $ 8.29 1$ 9.85 | $11.11 
Owners! Share (including Municipal 

four mill levy Ticats: 10 98: 9. 52 8.38 
Provincial Government 24,00 29.33 36,48 39.43 
Federal Government 2a), ae 29.99 34.18 38. 97 

$$ $$$ 

Total Per Capita Cost $63.39 | $75.59 | $90.03 | $97. 89 
Per Capita Costs Shared Under 

Federal-Provincial Agreement $48.57 | $54.02 | $62.98 | $75.82 















Per Capita Costs Not Under Federal- 
Provincial Sharing Agreement 








SA, 57 | Sete OS hae 








HOSPITALIZATION 


$ 





$ 14,583,900 $ 16,839,810 








14, 103, 303 
54,022,645 
50,624, 822 


12, 700, 587 
59,0 teeta 
5 OO 7 Se oo 


TABLE 5 


ANALYSIS OF THE INCREASE IN TOTAL HOSPITALIZATION COSTS 
IN 1968 OVER THE COSTS INCURRED IN 1967 ON THE 
BASIS OF THE PARTNERS INVOLVED 


Amount 
A, PATIENTS! SHARE OF 1968 COST INCREASES $ 2,255,910 
1, Co-insurance volume increased $1,535, 368 
2, Increase in services not covered by Plan 466,158 
3. Increase in contribution by non-eligible 
patients 254, 384 
TOTAL $2, 255,910 
B. OWNERS! SHARE OF 1968 COST INCREASES (1,402,716) 
1, Increase in equalized assessment resulting 
in an increased contribution by rate payers 
applying the four mill levy 332,454 
2, Less the decrease in excess and unapproved 
costs and site ownership and preparation (1,735,170) 
TOTAL $(1, 402,716) 
C, PROVINCIAL SHARE OF 1968 COST INCREASES 5,756,820 
1, Services Not Covered Under Federal-Provincial 
Cost Sharing Agreement: 
(a) Co-insurance and bad debt costs decreased 
in providing benefits to pensioners and 
holders of medical cards or people unable 
to pay hospital accounts $ (479, 342) 
(b) Cost increased for out-patient services in 
facilities not included in Agreement 175, 771 
(c) Capital cost increases which are not 
shareable in Agreement (2,994, 631) 
(d) Excess and unapproved costs and site 
ownership and preparation re provincially- 
owned hospitals (642,670) 
2, Services Covered Under Federal-Provincial 
Cost Sharing Agreement: 
(a) Cost increase related to in-patient care 8,406,725 
(b) Cost increase related to out-patient care 1,290, 967 
TOTAL $5,756,820 
D. FEDERAL SHARE OF 1968 COST INCREASES 8,451,030 
1, Services Not Covered Under Federal-Provincial 
Agreement: 
(a) Cost increase related to special research 
in hospitals (18, 037) 
(b) Cost increase in grants towards 
hospital construction (10, 435) 
2. Services Covered Under Federal-Provincial 
Agreement: 
(a) Cost increase related to hospital in-patient 
care 8, 252, 290 
(b) Cost increase related to hospital out- 
patient care 227, ele 
TOTAL $8,451, 030 


TOTAL 1968 COST INCREASES BORNE 


BY ALL PARTICIPANTS $15, 061,044 


, 


























15.0 


(9. 3) 


38,2 


56.1 





100, 0% 
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operating cost, it is considered relevant that this section 
be included under the Financial Analysis of Operating 
Costs. Tables 8, 9, 10 and 11 are presented to set out 
the estimated effect of existing approvals of construction. 


In 1968 there were 19 major construction projects 
underway or completed, involving a total of 1,873 
hospital beds and 253 bassinets. These projects range 
from a 34 bed size hospital to a 550 bed major metro- 
politan hospital-complex. The largest single construc- 
tion project was the new Edmonton Misericordia Hos- 
pital scheduled for opening on 18 July, 1969. 

Out of the total projects two new hospitals were 
built at Slave Lake and Sundre and two new 
replacement hospitals were constructed at Hanna and 
Lacombe. New hospitals were still under construction 
at Edmonton (Misericordia), St. Albert, Edson, and 


TABLE 6 
ANALYSIS OF 1968 OPERATIONAL COST INCREASES 
OVER 1967 OPERATIONAL COST INCREASES 


Total Cost of Hospitalization-1968 $148,395,714 


Total Cost of Hospitalization-1967 $133, 334,670 


Increase in Costs-1968 $ 15,061,044 


% of Total % Increase 





1968 Increase Due To: Increase Over 1967 

1. Additional beds brought into service accounted for 

an additional 221, 804 rated beds during 1968 and 

gave rise to an estimated cost of $ 6,459,000 42,9 4.8 
2. Price Level: 

Increasing costs attributable to salaries, wages, 

supplies, etc., during the year in the active 

treatment and auxiliary hospitals 9, 651, 906 64.0 1.2 
3. Construction costs paid outright covering new 

construction and renovations increasing during 

the year (2, 833, 158) (18. 8) (251) 
4. Out-patient services volume provided during 

the year increased 1,694,588 3 es 
5. Contract hospitalization services purchased 

increased - Within the Province $ (37,452) 

Outside the Province 126,160 88,708 6 a 
TOTAL $ 15,061,044 100. 0% 11.2% 








Calgary (Bethany Auxiliary). The remaining projects 
involved major renovations or bed increases. 

Our projection of presently approved construction 
for 1969, 1970 and 1971 indicates that a further 724 
beds will be added increasing bed days by approxi- 
mately 264,260. Surveys from past experience have 
shown that the patient load demand for beds appears 
to increase at approximately an average of 100,000 


TABLE 7 


OTHER HOSPITALIZATION COSTS 


















































1967 1968 
1, Patients! Responsibility: 
(a) Patients Not Eligible for Benefits; 
Non-residents $ 1,464,173 $ 1,492,929 
Patients covered by Workmen's 
Compensation Act 1,389,581 Oi 
Patients covered by Federal legislation 309, 245 281, 466 
Patients hospitalized unnecessarily - - 
Hospitalization, the cost of which was 
recovered through claims for damage 260, 680 343, 068 
Out-patient services, non-eligible 765,501 928, 986 
TOTAL $ 4,189,180 $ 4,443,564 
(b) Services Noc Covered by the Plan: 
Preferred accommodation Bos, VAT. 3,079,311 
Other excluded services 20; 255 30, 249 
TOTAL $ 2,643,402 $ 3,109, 560 
TOTAL OF (a) AND (b) $ 6,832,582 $ 7,553.24 
2, Hospital Owners! Responsibility §$ 3,282,551 $ 1,545,619 
3. Responsibility Assumed by the Provincial 
Government: 
Construction grants 3,068,875 138, 583 
Excess and unapproved costs 707,428 64,758 
TOTAL $ 3), 776, 303 $ 203, 341 
4, Responsibility Assumed by the Federal 
Government: 
Construction grants 1,496,935 1, 486, 500 
Special research projects at University of 
Alberta Hospital 184, 448 166, 411 
TOTAL $ 1,681,383 $ 1,652,911 
TOTAL OF ITEMS 1, 2,3 and 4 $15,572,819 $10, 954, 607 








TABLE 8: NEW HOSPITAL CONSTRUCTION COMPLETED DURING THE CALENDAR YEAR 1968 


Total Capacity of 






all Hospitals 
January 1,1968 


Construction Completed 
Additional 


Total Capacity of | Nurses' or 
all Hospitals Interns! 





Replacement December 31, 1968 | Residences 





Newborn 
Beds Bassinets 


] 


Newborn 
Bassinets 


Newborn Newborn 
Beds |Bassinets Beds | Bassinets Beds 





10, 061 1,669 


GENERAL HOSPITALS 


Calgary, Holy Cross 

Camrose, St. Mary's 

Drayton Valley Municipal 

Edmonton, Dr. W.W. Cross 
Cancer Institute 

Edmonton General 

Hanna General 

Lacombe General 

Manning Municipal 

Red Deer General 

Slave Lake General 

Sundre General 

Westlock, Immaculata 








Adjustments during year 
resulting from renovations 
and revised ratings 


TOTAL 











10 
10 




















AUXILIARY HOSPITALS: 


FO Fay Aas 
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bed days per year. Alberta experienced an occupancy 
utilization for 1968 of 74.0 per cent (see Table 47 of 
the Appendix for further details). This slight decrease 
in the rate of construction of new beds would not 
diminish patient care. 


TABLE 9: BEDS APPROVED AND UNDER PLANNING OR 
CONSTRUCTION AS AT DECEMBER 31, 1968 - 
ESTIMATED COMPLETION IN 1969 
New Additional Replacement 
Beds | Bassinets | Beds| Bassinets 
= 




















GENERAL HOSPITALS: 











Calgary General 25 - = - 
Edmonton, Misericordia 224 40 326 60 
Edmonton, Royal Alexandra 
(Women's Pavilion) 59 36 - - 
Edson, St. John's 18 2 32 a 
Wetaskiwin Municipal 47 - 2 - 
= oe 
TOTAL 373 78 360 67 
= —— —=>=>= ———— = 
AUXILIARY HOSPITALS: 
Calgary, Bethany Auxiliary 100 - 100 - 





TOTAL 4 100 é 100 - 
== 5 

NURSES! RESIDENCE AND/OR 
SCHOOLS OF NURSING: 


























Edmonton, Misericordia 50 - 150 - 
l(a 5 (=o 7 

TOTAL 50 - 159 - 
——— = —— ——— = 








TABLE 10: BEDS APPROVED AND UNDER PLANNING OR 
CONSTRUCTION AS AT DECEMBER 31, 1968 - 
ESTIMATED COMPLETION IN 1970 


oo 


New Adaitionall. Replacement 
Beds | Bassinets] Beds] Bassinets 











GENERAL HOSPITALS: 











Drumheller General -24 -5 70 -15 
Fort McMurray General 20 - - - 
Grande Cache 34 7 - - 
Oyen Municipal Dy 2 17 5 
Stettler Municipal -9 if 50 8 
Wainwright General -4 -3 50 9 
Se i 
TOTAL 34 Za 187 7 
= Tr :—— = 


NURSES! RESIDENCE AND/OR 
SCHOOL OF NURSING: 




















Grande Cache 10 - c=! - 

Oyen Municipal 10 = = = 
2 ee 

MO PAE 20 - = ~ 
ee ————————— 








TABLE 11: BEDS APPROVED AND UNDER PLANNING OR 
CONSTRUCTION AS AT DECEMBER 31, 1968 - 
ESTIMATED COMPLETION IN 1971 





























New Additional Replacement | 
Beds [Bassinets Beds] Bassinets 
I= + 
GENERAL HOSPITALS: 
Claresholm Municipal 1l 3 39 6 
Spirit River, Holy Cross 6 -5 44 9 
= 
TOTAL 7 -2 83 is) 
— les —>} 
AUXILIARY HOSPITALS: 
Edmonton Auxiliary 
Hospital District 200 - = 5 
TOTAL 200 = = = 




















IV. FINANCIAL ANALYSIS 
SOURCE AND APPLICATION OF FUNDS 


A. General 

The financial responsibility for hospital operation 
and construction has been accepted by the Provincial 
Government within the limits established by reasonable- 
ness. This leaves the owners with a residual financial 
responsibility covering the provision of necessary work- 
ing capital, the provision of the site and the covering 
of all costs incurred by the hospital in operation and 
construction which are not considered reasonable. 


As hospital operations are carried on under differ- 
ent types of ownership, the analysis is segregated by 
type of ownership as follows: (a) municipal owners, 
(b) voluntary owners, and (c) provincial government. 
The financial analysis for 1968 is directed towards a 
determination of the extent of the owners’ responsi- 
bility. Tables 12 and 13 provide the supporting analysis. 


TABLE 12 


APPROVED GENERAL HOSPITALS - MUNICIPALLY OWNED 
DECREASE IN OWNERS! RESPONSIBILITY IN 1968 OVER 1967 


Excess costs $324, 647. 27 
Unapproved costs (4; T5207 
Land improvements STO T2003 
Working capital 566, 360. 25 


Deficiency (or excess) in expenditures 
on fixed assets over capital funds 
received (15,523, 7306.49) 


$122, 202. 03 


TABLE 13: OWNERS! CONTRIBUTION FOR ALL ALBERTA HOSPITALS, 
OTHER THAN CONTRACT HOSPITALS,UNDER THE ALBERTA HOSPITALIZATION 
BENEFITS PLAN FOR THE YEAR ENDED 31 DECEMBER, 1968 


(144 Hospitals) 


OWNERS! RESPONSIBILITY 





1. Excess Costs $1, 245, 262, 46 
2. Unapproved Costs 253,537.43 
3. Land Improvements 113, 339.39 
4. Working Capital Increase 1,022, 533. 42 





5. Excess in Expenditures on Fixed Assets 
Over Capital Funds Received 1,235,991. 94 








$3,870, 664. 64 


The owner's met their responsibility from 
the following sources: 


(a) Direct owners' contributions of funds $3, 326,501.08 


(b) Miscellaneous Other Income 544, 163.56 $3,870, 664. 64 


B. Total Hospitalization Covered Under The 
Alberta Hospitalization Benefits Plan 


A financial analysis was made of the flow of funds 
for the calendar year 1968 from the audited financial 
statements of all hospitals, other than contract hospi- 
tals, situated in Alberta. The information is presented 
in Table 13 to highlight the owners’ responsibility. 


The owners’ responsibility in 1968 was met by 
direct contributions from the owners in the amount of 
$3,326,501.08, interest and donations in the amount 
of $475,839.50 and the balance of $68,324.06 was met 


by income from ancillary operations and prior-to-plan 
accounts. 
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TABLE 15: 
CAPITAL DEBT OF GENERAL & AUXILIARY HOSPITALS 
ACCEPTED BY THE PROVINCIAL GOVERNMENT 
(in thousands of dollars) 






































— oh 
Net 
Balance Increase Balance 
Year| January 1] Borrowings| Redemptions] in Debt |December 31 
> SIF hes: 
1959) $ - $45, 140% $1,325 $43, 815 $ 43,815 
1960} 43,815 de I fag MS¢) 3, 856 47,671 
1961} 47,671 8,492 2,278 6, 214 53, 885 
1962| 53,885 Conk) 2, 630 Beso 59,168 
1963] 59,168 6,476 ean oe, 3,724 62, 892 
1964} 62,892 11,508 3,154 8,354 71, 246 
1965} 71,246 11,298 3, 440 7,858 79,104 
1966} 79,104 Ui nS 3,691 8,024 87,128 
L9GHIN 87,128 2,336 5,045 eon 94,419 
1968|/ 94,419 11,219 4,392 6, 827 101, 246 
*Includes debt of hospitals accepted in 1959 of $38, 546 
TABLE 16: 
SOURCE OF CAPITAL DEBT OF 
GENERAL & AUXILIARY HOSPITALS 1968 
(in thousands of dollars) 
Net l= 
Source of Balance Increase Balance 


Borrowing January 1) Borrowings| Redemptions] in Debt | December 31 





Alberta Municipal 














Financing Corp. $49,182 $11,219 $1,685 $9, 534 $ 58,716 
Provincial Treas, San 50) - SRE (939) 35,223) 
Others 8, 087 - 770 (770) Ug calige 

TOTAL $94,419 $11,219 $4, 392 $6, 827 $101, 246 





























Annual re-payments of principal and interest during 1968 amounted 
to $9,475,499. 06 


The analysis of long-term capital expenditures 
indicated continued expenditure on capital assets. 
During the year the cost of buildings increased by 
$17,465,811.31. The major portion of the expanded 
facilities was financed by debenture issues of $14,127,- 
918.24 and construction grants in the amount of 
$3,086,679.53. 


C. Municipal Hospitals 


1. Approved General Hospital. 


The analysis of 78 municipally-owned general 
hospitals indicates the impact of a decrease in the 
number of construction projects financed in 1968 in 
this area. The increase in expenditure on buildings 
exceeded the increase in debentures issued and con- 
struction grants by the Province for 1968. Proceeds 
from debenture issues and construction grants exceeded 
the requirements for construction in 1967 and were 
invested or banked. The use of these funds for 1968 
construction brought about a decrease in investments 
and bank in the working capital area. 


Municipal requisitions in 1968 were $2,389,932 
as compared with $2,209,438 in 1967 and $1,577,993 
in 1966. 


2. Approved Auxiliary Hospitals 


The financial analysis of 22 municipally-owned 
auxiliary hospitals for 1968 indicates that a substantial 
increase in working capital was brought about by the 
receipt of debenture proceeds in advance of expendi- 
ture on construction. 


Municipal requisitions were $248,127 for 1968 as 
compared to $190,950 for 1967. 


D. Voluntary Hospitals 


1. Approved General Hospitals Operated by 
Catholic Orders (Table 19, page 20) 


A financial analysis of 30 active treatment hospi- 
tals owned by Catholic Orders indicated an increase of 
owners’ direct contributions of $388,402 over 1967. 
Owners’ responsibility increased by $458,712. The 
difference was offset by an increase of $70,310 in in- 
come from interest and donations, collections of prior- 
to-plan accounts and ancillary operations. Expenditures 
on capital assets decreased by $2,601,460 between 
1967 and 1968. 


2. Approved General Hospitals Operated by 
Voluntary Groups Other Than Catholic 
Orders (Table 20, page 20) 


The financial analysis of five active treatment 
hospitals operated by voluntary groups other than 
Catholic Orders indicates an increase of $94,971 over 
1967 in funds contributed by the owners, but in the 
same period the owners’ responsibility decreased by 
$26,949. The difference was offset by a decrease of 
$21,920 in miscellaneous other income. 


Similar to the voluntary hospitals operated by 
Catholic Orders, the amount of expenditures on capital 
assets decreased by $238,906. 


3. Approved Auxiliary Hospitals (Table 21, 
page 21) 

The financial analysis of the six auxiliary hospitals 
in the voluntary group indicates that the owners con- 
tributed $26,729 more in 1968 than 1967 to the hospi- 
tals and is reflected in the increase in working capital 
for 1968. 

A decrease in accounts receivable has contributed 
to the increase in the bank position during the year. 


TABLE 17 


ACTIVE TREATMENT HOSPITALS - MUNICIPALLY OWNED 
OWNERS! CONTRIBUTION 
for the year ended 31 December, 1968 
(78 Hospitals) 


OWNERS! RESPONSIBILITY 
T. Excess Costs 





$1,153,552. 59 


2. Unapproved Costs $ 102,599. 31 
3. Land Improvements $ 76,050. 56 


4. Net IncreaseIn Working Capital: 





Increase in accounts receivable- 
- Patients and Others $ 167,322.46 
- Province 1,432,785. 56 
Increase in inventories BI DD lies Sob INGAAS. ho 


Less: Decrease in Working Capital: 





Decrease in bank accounts $ 719,366. 82 
Decrease in temporary investments 77,500. 99 
Decrease in prepaid expenses 27,895. 75 
Increase in accounts payable 193,479.15 
Increase in Provincial advances 437,616.25 $1,455,858.96 $ 195,984. 20 





5. Net Expenditure on Capital Assets; 





Buildings $6, 335, 115.917, 
Equipment 1,770, 276. 97 
Repayment of debentures 1,691,596. 69 


Purchase of other assets 41,297.61 $9,838, 287. 24 


Less: Contributions to Capital Assets: 





Debentures issued $3,625,000, 24 
Debenture grants 1,654, 736, 62 
Construction grants 1,813, 246.14 
Equipment grants 1,651, 852. 89 
Sale of equipment 13,000, 20 
Sale of other assets 17, 830, 53 
Special grants 6,000.00 $8,781,666,62 $1,056,620. 62 





OWNERS! RESPONSIBILITY UNDER THE PLAN 
OWNERS! CONTRIBUTION 


$2, 584, 807. 28 





Municipal requisitions $2,389,932. 24 
Interest and donations 161, 634, 94 
Collections of prior to plan accounts 440, 38 
Ancillary operations 32,799.72 $2,584, 807. 28 
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E. Provincially-Owned General Hospitals 


Approved General Hospitals 


Four hospitals are included in this analysis. 


Debenture issues increased in 1968 by $2,500,000 
and construction grants increased $207,808. The pro- 
vision of funds in advance of construction requirements 
in accordance with the policy of the government is 


TABLE 18 


AUXILIARY HOSPITALS - MUNICIPAL JURISDICTION 
OWNERS! CONTRIBUTION 
for the year ended 31 December, 1968 
(22 Hospitals) 


OWNERS! RESPONSIBILITY 
1, Net Increase In Working Capital: 








Increase in bank accounts 3S 346, 153.'50 
Increase in temporary investments 1,448,897. 79 
Increase in accounts receivable- 
- Patients and Others 21,664, 35 
Increase in prepaid expenses 42,762.04 $1,859,477.68 


Less: Decrease In Working Capital: 








Decrease in inventories $ 6,773. 80 
Decrease in accounts receivable- 
- Province 675,322, 08 
Increase in Provincial advances 74,899.95 
Increase in accounts payable 379,768.44 $ 528,764.97 $1,330,712. 71 
2, Excess Costs $ 30,138.09 
3. Unapproved Costs $ 38,034. 21 
4, Land Improvements $ 19,391. 07 
OWNERS! RESPONSIBILITY UNDER THE PLAN $1,418, 276.08 


Less: Net Contribution to Capital Assets: 














Debentures issued $1, 857, 430. 00 
Construction grants 526, 70 
Equipment grants 14, 513.65 
Debenture grants 226, 058, 28 
Sale of capital assets 2,839.18 $2,161, 367. 81 
Less: Expenditures on Capital Assets: 
Buildings $ 747,560.90 
Equipment 38,548.58 
Repayment of debentures 226,058.28 $1,012,167.76 $1,149, 200. 05 
OWNERS! CONTRIBUTION 
Municipal requisitions $ 248,127.66 
Interest and donations 20, 649.62 
Collections of prior to plan accoun! 298.75 $ 269,076.03 





TABLE 19 


ACTIVE TREATMENT HOSPITALS - VOLUNTARY CATHOLIC ORDERS 
OWNERS! CONTRIBUTION 
for the year ended 31 December, 1968 
(30 Hospitals) 


OWNERS' RESPONSIBILITY 





1. Excess Costs $ 61,571.78 
2. Unapproved Costs $ 52, 463.03 
3. Land Improvements $ 7, 286.05 


4. Net Expenditure on Capital Assets: 





Buildings $8,038,682.12 
Equipment 2,636, 940.01 
Repayment of debentures 1,460,047.00 $12,135, 669,13 


Less: Contributions to Capital Assets: 





Debentures issued 
Debenture grants 
Construction grants 
Equipment grants 


$6,145, 488. 00 
1,395,047. 00 
1,004, 274. 22 
2,025,592. 11 


Sale of equipment 8,437. 04 
Sale of other assets Bord. Or 
Special grants 23,605.00 $10,608,015.04 $1,527, 654,09 





OWNERS! RESPONSIBILITY UNDER THE PLAN 
Less: Net Decrease In Working Capital: 


$1, 648,974.95 





Decrease in bank accounts $ 460,302.95 
Decrease in temporary 

investments 360,547.79 
Increase in accounts payable 668,215.95 


Increase in Provincial advances 224,676.25 $ 1,713,742. 94 


Less: Contribution Through Increase 


in Working Capital: 





Increase in accounts receivable- 


- Patients and Others $ 40,695.15 
- Province 649,619, 23 
Increase in inventories 34,506, 82 
Increase in prepaid expenses 13,531.91 $ 738,353.11 $ 975,389, 83 





OWNERS! CONTRIBUTION 





Funds contributed by owners $ 517,552, 25 
Interest and donations 152).399. 32 
Collections of prior to plan accounts 3,633.55 $ 673,585.12 











Municipalities 
Voluntary Groups 


Provincial Government 





reflected in the increase in working capital. As con- 
struction continues funds will be used to meet con- 
struction obligations. 


Owners’ contributions through interest earned and 
donations decreased in 1968 by $139,966. The total 
owners’ contribution towards working capital, un- 
approved costs and land costs was $150,386. 


F. Financial Equity in Alberta Hospitals Under The 
Alberta Hospitalization Benefits Plan, Excluding 
Contract Hospitals 


TABLE 14: FINANCIAL EQUITY IN ALBERTA HOSPITALS OPERATING 
UNDER THE ALBERTA HOSPITALIZATION BENEFITS PLAN 
EXCLUDING CONTRACT HOSPITALS AS AT 31 DECEMBER, 1968 
(in thousands of dollars) 





Owners Other al 
Than 
Provincial Government| Provincial Government Total 
Equity TN | Equity Equity 













$28, 950 54 $24,317 46 $ 53, 267 
12,056 35 22,661 65 34,717 
38,225 98 834 2 39,059 





== 











$79, 231 62% $127, 043 


———— 























Table 14 illustrates the financial equity of active 
treatment and auxiliary hospitals operating under the 
Alberta Hospitalization Benefits Plan. In the above 
table the depreciation of assets, whether purchased by 
provincial funds or municipal and voluntary funds, are 
applied to reduce the provincial equity. The payment 
of excess costs for 1967 is reflected by a small increase 
in the ratio of owners’ equity. Generally, the owners’ 
equity ratio has been declining in previous years while 
the Provincial Government’s equity has been increasing 
correspondingly. 


In the voluntary group of hospitals the Provincial 
Government’s share of total equity is the smallest. How- 
ever, the Province’s equity is rising much faster in this 
group. In 1968 the voluntary group accounted for most 
of the Province’s increase in the share of total equity. 


TABLE 20 


ACTIVE TREATMENT HOSPITALS - VOLUNTARY OTHER THAN CATHOLIC ORDERS 
OWNERS! CONTRIBUTION 
for the year ended 31 December, 1968 
(5 Hospitals) 


OWNERS! RESPONSIBILITY 
1, Unapproved Costs 5 4532702 





2. Net Increase In Working Capital: 











Increase in bank accounts $230, 258.40 
Increase in inventories 9,214. 86 
Increase in prepaid expenses 1,042. 36 $240,515. 62 
Less: Decrease in Working Capital: 
Decrease in accounts receivable- 
- Patients and Others > 29,197.95 
- Province 30,799.37 
Increase in accounts payable 21, 236. 34 
Increase in Provincial advances 84,690, 60 $165, 924. 26 $ 74,591. 36 
3, Net Expenditure on Capital Assets: 
Buildings $ 13,661.00 
Equipment 137,138. 47 
Repayment of debentures 86,453.14 $237, 252. 61 


Less: Contributions to Capital Assets: 
ee 


Debenture grants $ 55,132.58 
Construction grants 58,145, 54 
Equipment grants 44,009.78 
Sale of equipment 1,259.90 $158,547.80 $ 78,704, 81 





OWNERS! RESPONSIBILITY UNDER THE PLAN 
OWNERS! CONTRIBUTION 
pe Ce ed hc eh ect 


$157,828.19 


Funds contributed by owners $139, 383. 03 
Interest and donations 17,819. 42 
Collections of prior to plan accounts 625.74 $157,828.19 





TABLE 21 


AUXILIARY HOSPITALS - VOLUNTARY 


OWNERS! CONTRIBUTION 


for the year ended 31 December, 1968 


(6 Hospitals) 


OWNERS! RESPONSIBILITY 





al 


3. 


Net Expenditure on Capital Assets: 























Buildings $ 12,970. 80 
Equipment 27, 318.08 
Repayment of debentures 86,464.88 $126,753.76 
Less: Contributions to Capital Assets: 
Debenture grants $ 87,464. 88 
Construction grants 2,678. 64 
Equipment grants 32,108. 66 
Sale of assets 470, 00 
Special grants 2,634.03 $125, 356.21 
. Net Increase In Working Capital: 
Increase in bank accounts $116, 658.02 
Increase in inventories 100. 36 
Decrease in accounts payable 56,862.83 $173,621. 21 
Less: Decrease in Working Capital: 
Decrease in accounts receivable- 
- Patients and Others $ 55,365.63 
- Province 36,997.06 
Increase in Provincial advances 39,583.05 
Decrease in prepaid expenses CVeineiy Ele Gh. y/eleyouli 
Unapproved Costs 
OWNERS! RESPONSIBILITY UNDER THE PLAN 
OWNERS! CONTRIBUTION 
Funds contributed by owners $ 31, 505, 90 
Interest and donations $ 3,475. 96 


TABLE 22 
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$ 1,397.55 


$31, 822.10 


$ 1,762. 21 
$34,981. 86 


$34,981. 86 





ACTIVE TREATMENT HOSPITALS - PROVINCIALLY OWNED 
OWNERS! CONTRIBUTION 
for the year ended 31 December, 1968 


(4 Hospitals) 


OWNERS! RESPONSIBILITY 





























1. Unapproved Costs $ 54,146.65 
2. Land Improvements S10, 6 LL 7 
3. Net Increase In Working Capital: 
Increase in bank accounts $ 62,997. 47 
Increase in temporary investments 743, 258. 43 
Increase in accounts receivable- 
- Patients and Others 173, 367. 59 
- Province 381,380, 53 
Increase in prepaid expenses 17, (ro, 41 
nerease in inventories 29,868.64 $1,408,649.07 
Less: Decrease in Working Capital: 
mcrease in accounts payable $ 707,754.19 
ncrease in Provincial advances 336,082.00 $1,043, 836.19 $364, 812, 88 
OWNERS! RESPONSIBILITY UNDER THE PLAN $429,571. 24 
Less: Net Contributions to Capital Assets: 
Debentures issued $2,500, 000. 00 
Debenture grants 1, 430,080, 84 
Construction grants 207, 808. 29 
Equipment grants 761, 880, 24 
Special grants 48,670.56 $4,948, 439.93 
Less: Expenditures on Capital Assets: 
Buildings $2,317,820, 52 
Equipment 920,373.19 
Repayment of debentures 1,430,080. 84 
Purchase of other assets 980.30 $4,669, 254.85 $279,185. 08 
OWNERS! CONTRIBUTION 
Interest and donations $ 119,859.94 
Collection of prior to plan accounts 1, 328, 75 
Ancillary operations 29) UOT. AT, 


$150, 386. 16 





ZA 


G. Outstanding Debt Of Approved General and 
Auxiliary Hospitals 
The Provincial Government assumed responsi- 
bility for the repayment of the principal and interest on 
the capital debt of all approved hospitals on an annual 
basis. 


Outstanding capital debt of approved general and 
auxiliary hospitals as at 31 December, 1968, amounted 
to $101,246,000. This is a net increase of $62,700,000 
(or 61.9 per cent) over the amount outstanding on 
1 January, 1959, and a net increase of $6,827,000 
(or 6.7 per cent) over 1968. 


The financing of construction of new hospitals and 
renovations to existing property is facilitated primarily 
by debenture borrowing. Other sources of financing are 
grants and outright payments received by hospitals for 
this purpose. During the preceding ten year period, 
debentures in the amount of $93,544,000 were issued. 


The annual repayment of debentures during the 
calendar year amounted to $4,392,000, which left a 
net increase in debt applicable to the calendar year 
1968 of $6,827,000. 


Debentures redeemed in the amount of $2,707,000 
have been applied to the outstanding debt of the 
Provincial Treasurer and others. The operations of 
the Plan were charged with $5,083,000. The major 
portion of debenture financing was carried out through 
the Alberta Municipal Financing Corporation. 


V. INDICES 


The indices program was introduced at the begin- 
ning of 1965 with the underlying idea of providing 
assistance to the hospital administration in reviewing 
hospital activities, staff utilization and costs. 


Indices are prepared quarterly and cumulatively 
by use of a computer program. The results of the per- 
formance of each hospital in relation to the hospital 
group experience is shown by means of first quartile, 
median and third quartile comparisons. For comparative 
purposes, hospitals are grouped by bed size. 


The first ten of the 33 indices were selected from 
the hospital activity area. The utilization of nursing, 
radiological and laboratory services are reported in 
conjunction with patient activity indices, such as occu- 
pancy, emergency visits, operating room visits and 
maternity visits. 

Indices 11 to 17 are prepared in an effort to 
indicate staff efficiency. In certain areas the production 
of the staff is compared with the experience of the 
group of hospitals. 


The remaining indices relate to costs and revenues 
to indicate to management areas where further study 
may be indicated in respect of their concern for costs. 

A table for the year ended 31 December, 1968, of 
hospital indices without median, first quartile and third 
quartile comparisons is published in Table 23 on 
pages 22-32. 
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VI. HOSPITALS OPERATING UNDER THE PLAN 


A summary of the different types of institutions 
under the Plan as at 31 December, 1968, the number 
of beds and days of patient care, by responsibility for 
payment is given in Tables 24 and 25. The diagram 
following on page 34 presents in graphic form the num- 
ber of beds in the various classes of hospitals and the 
number available to each of the principal classifications. 
The shaded portion shows the average number of beds 
being occupied out of those available and indicates the 


utilization of the beds available in the various classifica- 
tions. Table 25 indicates that in 1968 there were 9.0 
beds per 1,000 population available in Alberta. This is 
the highest rate in Canada and considerably above the 
1968 national average of 6.9 beds per 1,000 popula- 
tion.* If Alberta’s nursing home beds were included in 
this ratio the ratio would be increased to 11.8 beds per 
1,000 population. 

From Table 24 we can calculate the ratio of 
patient days of hospitalization per 1,000 in 1968. This 


TABLE 24: DISTRIBUTION OF ADULT AND CHILD PATIENT DAYS BY RESPONSIBILITY 
FOR PAYMENT AND TYPE OF HOSPITAL 1968 
not including out-of-province hospitalization 


( ) 
ALL GENERAL |; AUXILIARY | CONTRACT FEDERAL 
RESPONSIBILITY FOR PAYMENT HOSPITALS | HOSPITALS|HOSPITALS | HOSPITALS | HOSPITALS 
) 


(a) NUMBER OF DAYS 





Provincial Plan 3,561,746 
Federal Government 87, 097 
Workmen's Compensation Boards 62, 253 
Non-Residents on SPS) 
Residents Non-Active Treatment Oey 


TO TeATs 


3,800,188 Zt On erce 0, DU: 9, 486 


2,647, 848 761, 644 9, 404 142, 850 
11,442 _ Wee - 25 WY) 
By!5).,, okey) 5,686 56 626 
62,411 4,108 26 174, 320) 

642 - - 3), 00S 
240,900 


(b) PERCENTAGE DISTRIBUTION BY PAYMENT RESPONSIBILITY 


Provincial Plan 

Federal Government 

Workmen's Compensation Boards 
Non-Residents 

Residents Non-Active Treatment 


WOMANI, 100.0 





100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 


(c) PERCENTAGE DISTRIBUTION BY CLASS OF HOSPITAL 


Provincial Plan 

Federal Government 

Workmen's Compensation Boards 
Non-Residents 

Residents Non-Active Treatment 





DO WATE, 


* Less than . 05% 








TABLE 25: DISTRIBUTION OF HOSPITALS IN ALBERTA RECEIVING PAYMENT UNDER 
THE HOSPITALIZATION BENEFITS PLAN, BY TYPE OF HOSPITAL, THEIR RATED CAPACITY 
AT DECEMBER 31, 1968, AND VOLUME OF IN-PATIENT CARE GIVEN IN 1968 






















Number Adult 
of & Child 
TYPE OF HOSPITAL Hospitals Beds 


(a) Number 


General Hospitals Ue 
Auxiliary Hospitals 28 
Contract Hospitals 2 


Federal Hospitals 


TOTAL 


8 


(b) Percentage Distribution 


General Hospitals 
Auxiliary Hospitals 
Contract Hospitals 
Federal Hospitals 


100.0 


TOTAL 


* Less than .05% 







Newborn 
Bassinets 






0 z 


I 







Admissions 








Beds 

Per 
Adults & Adults & 1,000 
Children Children | Newborn Population 





98. 















) aC : ae - 
6 1.5 2. ne) - 
100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 eee 
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ratio is 2,362. In 1968 the national average was 1,846 

patient days of hospitalization per 1,000 population. 

There was a net increase of 5.4 per cent in patient days 

of hospitalization over 1967. 

* The Dominion Bureau of Statistics (Hospital Statistics— 
Preliminary Annual Report 1968) 


The percentage occupancy of Alberta hospitals is 
calculated as 74.0 per cent. The national percentage 
occupancy is 78.6 per cent. This lower than average 


HOSPITALS OPERATING IN ALBERTA AT DECEMBER 31 
BY TYPE OF HOSPITAL 


117 GENERAL HOSPITALS 
10,576 BEDS 1,674 BASSINET 


2,857 BEDS 


7,619 BEDS 






1,083 
BASSINETS 





' AVERAGE NUMBER OF 
UNOCCUPIED BEDS 





[| 
a 


AVERAGE NUMBER 
OF BEDS OCCUPIED 


28 AUXILIARY HOSPITALS 
2,271 BEDS 


163 BEDS 





2,108 BEDS: 





155 HOSPITALS 
13,798 BEDS 1,732 BASSINETS 


3,287 BEDS 





i i Bea | 
BASSINETS 













10,411 BEDS 






601 
BASSINETS 







2 CONTRACT HOSPITALS 
30 BEDS 7 BASSINETS 


4 BEDS 





6 
BASSINETS 





"26 BEDS, 











8 FEDERAL HOSPITALS 
921 BEDS 51 BASSINETS 


263 BEDS 


| 58 BEDS 








42 
BASSINETS 
















} 
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occupancy can be attributed to the high rate of beds per 
1,000 population, even though there is also a high rate 
of patient days of care per 1,000 population in Alberta 
hospitals**. This would indicate a decrease in need for 
new hospital construction in certain areas of the Prov- 
ince. This is illustrated in detail in Table 47 of the 
Appendix section. 


Preliminary Statistics. 


, 1968, THEIR RATED CAPACITY AND AVERAGE OCCUPANCY 
AND BY TYPE OF SERVICE 


Ss 


1,691 BEDS 


| MEDICINE AND SURGERY 
7,211 BEDS 


589 BEDS 
OBSTETRICS 
1,182 BEDS 

593 BEDS 


/ 546 BEDS 







5,520 BEDS? 












PAEDIATRICS 
1,711 BEDS 





1,130 BASSINETS 
NEWBORN NURSERIES 


i === 
‘V 


} 


PSYCHIATRY 
237 BEDS 


40 BEDS 
INTENSIVE CARE 
81 BEDS 
* 41 BEDS? 


179 BEDS. 





/ 
\ 


j 
/ 


_ 303 BEDS } 


REHABILITATION AND 
CON VALESCENCE 
401 BEDS 





240 BEDS 


j AUXILIARY AND OTHER 
LONG TERM CARE 
2,677 BEDS 





2,437 BEDS, 


299 BEDS 
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TABLE 26: BREAKDOWN OF PROVINCIAL EXPENDITURE THROUGH THE HOSPITAL SERVICES SECTION 


FOR HOSPITALIZATION SERVICES, HOSPITAL EQUIPMENT AND HOSPITAL CONSTRUCTION FOR 
EACH OF THE CALENDAR YEARS 1964, 1965, 1966, 1967 AND 1968 


Type of Payment 


General Hospitals: 


Basic Payment* 


$44,559,068 | $49,617,818 | $56,575,543 | $ 65,756,508 


Co-Insurance 691, 647 709,091 825,656 856,989 
Bad Debts 481, 337 462, 966 6505562 769, 206 
Out-Patient Pensioner 123, 649 86,103 48,815 52,818 
Interest 2,748, 460 3) 5 IL. AAT 3, (An Za 4,174,055 
Debt Retirement By DAY SZZ By ESOS tat 3,407, 139 4,744, 665 
Equipment: 

Major* 3,458, 269 37453971 4,468,524 4,460,626 

Building Service and Minor Siow 2 258, 447 ZAeOmD: 161,421 
Renovations 177, 194 877, 067 1,019, 746 1,016, 490 
University of Alberta Out- 

Patient Clinic 106, 306 WADA Zhe) 139, 676 165,010 
Out-Patient Services* = 885, 637 2,844, 538 3 Oi UIC 
Patient Day Payment* - - WN Uy SOM 3, 540, 390 

Auxiliary Hospitals: 
Basic Payment* 4,610, 824 5, O23, 93a 6,614, 391 7,640,757 
Bad Debts 31,655 43,798 Bil . SOV2 36,506 
Out-Patient Pensioner 762 679 462 
Equipment: 
Major* 887,616 335, OOS 190,780 
Building Service and Minor 63, 629 Pill, HOt 18,559 
Renovations 97,985 71, 465 154, 647 
Interest G0, CE Ay, ag 361,073 


Debt Retirement 
Out-Patient Services* 


Contract General Hospitals: 
Patient Day Payments* 


Co-Insurance (Duclos) 

Bad Debts (Duclos) 
Out-Patient Pensioner (Duclos) 
Out-Patient Services* 


Nursing Homes: 
(Contract Auxiliary Hospitals)* 


Bad Debts 


Federal Hospitals: 
D. V.A. Active Treatment* 


D. V.A. Chronic* 
Indian* 
Out-Patient Services* 


Out -of-Province Benefits” 


Provincial Laboratories: 
Basic Payment* 
Out-Patient Services* 


Cancer Clinics: 
Basic Payment* 
Out-Patient Services* 


Canadian Red Cross Blood 
Donor Service* 


Home Confinement 


Canadian Council on Accreditation 


Supplementary Fund (National Health 
and Welfare) 


Out -Patient Facilities** 
TOTAL 


Percentage Increase Over 
Previous Year 


232, 554 


96, 716 
Le 
613 

50 


842, 065 
2n220 


677, 348 
366, 702 
105:, SOS 


662,107 


398,931 
Bioeod 


310, 043 
455, 885 


240, 526 


Zl 


* Cost Shareable with Federal Government. 
**  Shareable with Federal Government in 1968--- $3,164,549 
#2 Included with general hospitals in 1968. 


29), SY 
By teh 


Diaeis2 
2,691 

476 

95 

1,181, 861 


183 


620, 526 
440, 312 
698, 223 

27,469 


649, 394 


445,581 
457,454 


340, 411 
453, 343 


403, 201 


$66, 812,786 | $75,393, 606 


1, 447 
4,890, 026 


23. 62% 


300, 956 
47,084 


Ty, Cea 
3723 


15,672 


820, 317 
398,828 
813,986 
76, 668 


731,684 


687, 983 
676,074 


411,607 
592,446 


BiOMeronae 


6,059,774 


$93,208), 139 | $110, 010, 533 


18. 03% 
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VII. PAYMENTS MADE BY HOSPITAL 
SERVICES SECTION 


Table 26 presents details of expenditures made by 
Hospital Services for 1964 through 1968. Payments 
increased by $18,141,738 over 1967 payments or an 
increase of 16.5 per cent. The majority of this increase 
was in basic payments to general and auxiliary hospitals 
for in-patient services. This table does not include the 
non-plan payments made by the Province—see Table 7 
for this information. 


VIII. PAYMENT OF CO-INSURANCE CHARGES 
BY HOSPITAL SERVICES SECTION 


Under the provisions of The Alberta Hospitals Act 
and The Alberta Hospitalization Benefits Regulations, 
the co-insurance charges of certain classes of patients 
are paid by the Plan. The amounts paid are shown in 
Table 26 and the number of patient days involved is 
shown in Table 27. Not included in the foregoing are 
the patient days for which the hospitals are unable to 
collect the co-insurance charges and for which the 
Province pays through claims for bad debts. These bad 
debt claims are listed separately in Table 26. 

Effective since 1 April, 1967, co-insurance charges 
for the multiple handicapped persons are paid by the 
Province. In 1968 a total of 36,103 days or 17.2 per 
cent of total days were paid. Beginning 1 July 1967, 
the Alberta Health Plan paid the co-insurance charges 


TABLE 27: PATIENT DAYS FOR WHICH CO-INSURANCE WAS PAID 
BY HOSPITAL SERVICES SECTION DURING 1967 AND 1968 





























CO-INSURANCE DAYS 
Number Percentage Distribution 

Type of Benefit 1967 1968 1967 1968 
Special Service Recipients: 

Newborn 324 192 ae we 
Adults and Children 153,441 47,978 88.5 42.2 
Multiple Handicapped 5303 19,528 351 hy ier 
Cancer 12,966 36,103 7.5 ci nar 
Poliomyelitis 801 8,351 mo) TS: 
Arthritis 426 1,600 ae 1.4 

TOTAL Ue sHAl! up ie ey dey 100. 0% 100.0% 
2s 








for those pensioners holding an authorized hospitaliza- 
tion entitlement card. This effected a decrease in co- 
insurance payment for adults and children in 1968. 


IX. THIRD-PARTY LIABILITY 

Where liability is involved, the Province, under 
provision of Section 48 of The Alberta Hospitals Act, 
is entitled to recover all or part of the cost of the 
hospitalization paid on behalf of an eligible resident. 

Table 28 presents comparative figures of re- 
coveries made by the Province over the past six years. 

During 1968 the hospitals reported over 3,895 
accident admissions which resulted in 2,176 new claims 
for possible recovery. 

During the year, $343,706 representing 788 
claims was recovered. Collection fees on these claims 
amounted to $20,092 or 4.5 per cent of gross re- 
coveries. 











TABLE 28: 
Year of Recovery | Number of Claims Paid Total Net Recovery 
1961 587 $140, 948 
1962 610 155,312 
1963 647 156, 339 
1964 751 239,695 
1965 740 220, 440 
1966 776 275, 529 
1967 766 269,975 
1968 788 343, 706 











X. OUT-OF-PROVINCE HOSPITALIZATION 


The statistical and financial volume of out-of- 
province hospitalization benefits during any one year 
is measured on the basis of the claims processed during 
the year. This data for any one year as compared to 
other years is subject to variations in the cut-off date 
and are adjusted to the extent to which claims have 
been submitted, or if submitted, have not been pro- 
cessed at the cut-off date. 

Table 29 gives comparative information for the 
years 1964 through 1968 about payments made by 
Hospital Services for residents admitted to hospitals 
outside of Alberta. Tables 30 and 31 give the reasons 
for residents being away from Alberta and their loca- 
tion at the time hospital care was provided. 


TABLE 29: COMPARATIVE EXPERIENCE IN OUT-OF-PROVINCE HOSPITALIZATION 1968 






Number of Cases: 
Adults and Children 
Newborn 


Days of Care: 
Adults and Children 
Newborn 


Average Length of Stay: 
Adults and Children 
Newborn 


Amount Paid: 
Adults and Children 
Newborn 
Out- Patients 












$644, 130, 84 
17, 837. 80 









TOTAL PAID 


Average Cost Per Day: 
Adults and Children 
Newborn 





$19, 56 








$632, 687. 35 
16, 662. 00 
a 45,00 





$21.15 
Bg AS 5. 48 

































$593, 641,55 Silty 10343 $842,081. 83 





15, 067.65 14, 448,50 15, 684. 08 
93.35 : 78.00 
$857, 843.91 













$22.95 $25. 24 $28, 83 
5.76 5.39 5.70 
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More was paid out for out-of-province hospital- 
ization in 1968 than in any preceding year. The major 
factor for the increase in payments was the higher rates 
of payment per day. The average rose from $25.24 in 
1967 to $28.83 in 1968 or 83 per cent of the total 
increase. 


For hospitalization in Canada the Alberta Plan 
pays the going standard ward rate of the hospital minus 
the Alberta co-insurance factor. Where hospitalization 
takes place outside of Canada the maximum daily rate 
payable is fixed at $25.00 or $20.00, depending on the 
size of the hospital minus the Alberta co-insurance 
factor. 


Details of the utilization by Alberta residents of 
the Lloydminster Hospital which is in Saskatchewan 
but is owned jointly by Alberta and Saskatchewan 
municipalities, are shown separately in Table 32. 























TABLE 30: PERSONS HOSPITALIZED OUTSIDE ALBERTA 1968 
(Adults and Children only) 

Reason for Absence Cases Days 
1, Nearest hospital located 

across Alberta boundary 263 1,936 
2. Holidays, visiting or business 1,832 13,356 
3, Education 162 916 
4, Moved permanently 827 6,126 
5. Temporary employment 332 1,829 
6. Elective or referred treatment 370 5,048 

TOA 3,166 || 2, 211 | 














TABLE 31: OUT-OF-PROVINCE HOSPITALIZATION 1968 
(Adults and Children only) 





= 








Average 
Average Paid 

Place of Hospitalization Cases Days Amount Paid Stay Per Day 
1. British Columbia 1,728 | 12,601 | $343, 246,09 7.3 $27. 24 
2. Saskatchewan 628 4,142 120, 243, 88 6.6 29, 03 
3, Manitoba 316 2, 256 76,477. 70 Taw 33.90 
4, Ontario 385 3,920 143, 228,12 0..2 36, 53 
5. Quebec 69 Tat 30, 846, 70 10.7 41,85 
6, New Brunswick 14 108 2, 844,10 iat 26. 33 
7. Nova Scotia 24 reve 5,065, 25 7.4 28, 62 
8. Prince Edward Island 4 15 342.00 Sil 22. 80 
9. Newfoundland 5 27 896, 45 5.4 shei5 AEG) 
10. Northwest Territories 230 1,640 44,076. 80 end 26, 88 
11, Yukon 25 128 3, 247. 50 Ey i 25,37 
12. United States 308 2,926 62,311, 25 5) 21,30 
13, Other Countries 50 534 8,165, 59 10.7 15.29 

TOTAL 3,786 | 29,211 | $840,991. 43% Rat $28. 79* 

1 + 


























*The difference between this and the data in the table showing historical comparisons is due 
to adjustment payments and refunds which were not analysed geographically and are not 
included here. 


TABLE 32: LLOYDMINSTER 


Particulars of insured hospitalization provided to 
Alberta residents by the Lloydminster Hospital 


during 1968, are as follows: 
Adults & 
Children Newborn 










Number of cases 176 
Days of care TS)5) 
Average stay Ont 





Total Payments by Alberta 
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XI. GROSS EXPENDITURES - OPERATING 
COSTS 

A brief historical summary of the increase in gross 
expenditures and salaries of approved general hospitals 
is represented in Table 37. Tables 38 and 39 present a 
comparative analysis of gross expenditures of approved 
general and auxiliary hospitals by type of expenditure 
in total and in patient day ratios. 

There has been a general upward trend in recent 
years of all expenditures. Table 38 indicates a per 
Capita increase in total expenditures for approved gen- 
eral hospitals of 10.4 per cent. Approved auxiliary 
hospitals per capita increase was 7.6 per cent. 

The largest single cost item is salaries. This item 
amounts to 65.5 per cent of total expenditures for 
approved general hospitals and 63.4 per cent for 
approved auxiliary hospitals. The cost per patient day 
for approved general hospitals rose $3.16, an increase 
of 12.4 per cent from 1967. Approved auxiliary hospi- 
tals cost per patient day rose $.74, an increase of 8.3 
per cent from 1967. 


XII. PERSONNEL 

Table 40 shows the number of personnel em- 
ployed by approved general and auxiliary hospitals as 
at 31 December, 1968, by principal types of positions 
as reported by hospitals. Additional information rela- 
tive to individual hospitals are given in the Appendix 
(See Index,). 

Table 41 presents a summary of the quantity of 
hospital staff employed during 1968 in terms of hours 
for which hospital staff were employed. 

The number of full-time hospital administrators 
who have had formal training in hospital administration 
at either the university graduate level or the extension 
course level increased by 16 during the year, while 
the number who have not had formal training de- 
creased by 9. 

The number of senior medical interns and resi- 
dents was greater by 58 than at the end of 1967, an 
increase of 34 per cent, while the number of junior 
medical interns was greater by 27, an increase of 40 
pet cent. 

Full-time graduate nurses on the staffs of general 
hospitals increased by 346, student nurses by 4, cer- 
tified nursing aides by 183, and orderlies by 7, over 
the numbers reported at the end of the preceding year. 

There were also increases in the following classes 
of trained personnel employed on a full-time basis 
in general hospitals: Dietitians (3), Registered Med- 
ical Records Librarians (2), Registered Laboratory 
Technologists (32), Registered Radiological Techni- 
cians (39), Combined X-Ray and Laboratory Tech- 
nicians (1), Occupational Therapists and Physio- 
therapists (172). 

In the auxiliary hospitals the number of full-time 
graduate nurses increased by 9 over the preceding 
year but the number of full-time certified nursing aides 
decreased by 14 and the number of full-time order- 
lies decreased by 3. Total paid hours of the staffs of 
general hospitals in 1968 was greater than 1967 by 9 
per cent. This is the equivalent of 1,633 full-time 
employees. The paid staffs of general hospitals in- 
creased to a much greater extent than did the popula- 
tion served. Alberta’s estimated population for mid- 
year 1968 was only 2.4 per cent above the estimated 
population for mid-year 1967. 


APPROVED GENERAL HOSPITALS 
TABLE 37: INCREASE IN GROSS EXPENDITURES OF GENERAL 
HOSPITALS, 1950 - 1968 

















TOTAL GROSS EXPENDITURES SALARIES AND WAGES 
% Yearly | % of % Yearly| % of % of Total 
Year Amount Increase | 1950 Amount Increase] 1950 | Expenditure 
950 |$ 13, 266,925 - 100.0} $ 6,462,998 - 100.0 48.7 
951 15,060, 818 3).5, SUSE) 7,486, 069 £5.18. 115.8 ZO 
1952 17,188,076 4.1 129.6 ONOS2 252 20.7 139.8 EWA ah 
953 20, 946, 569 fal?) E170 19) 11,431,916 26.6 176.9 54.6 
954 24,015,942 14,7 181.0 135778, 992 20. 5 213i xe: 57.4 
955 26,070,752 8.6 196, 5 14,985,622 8.8 231.9 57.5 
956 28, 684,797 0.0 Zuby 2) 16, 986, 490 13.4 262.8 59). 2 
1957 32, 261,054 20, 243.2 19, 906, 876 We 308.0 Leyil A Yh 
958 35,475, 327 0.0 267, 4 22, 356, 146 i. 3 345.9 63.0 
950) 41,962,959 16.3 316.3 26, 330,439 eno: 406.6 62.6 
1960 45,726, 082 9.0 344.6 28,653,188 9.0 443, 3 62.7 
1961 48,155,466 5 363.0 31, 188), 3:73: 8.8 482.6 64.8 
962 54,471,471 3,0 410.6 34, 235,008 9.8 529.7, 62.9 
963 59, 969), 313 sleet! 452.0 37; 990), 970 Wales JO) 587.8 63.4 
964 (ea (Sul Aeeg/ 9.6 495; 5 41, 802,790 10.0 646.8 63.6 
965 72, 136,626 Pall 543.7 46, 261,996 LO. 7 T5,8 64.1 
966 85,011,681 te 18 640.8 53,588,688 15.8 829.2 63.0 
1967 102, 958,793 ile (iat 66,182, 628 23.5 1,024.0 64.3 
1968 | 121, 232,805 eat 913.8 MP oie Ow IS) be eraeln v2 le) 2) 
































APPROVED GENERAL HOSPITALS 


TABLE 38; COMPARATIVE EXPERIENCE - TOTAL COST AND PER PATIENT DAY COSTS 
BY TYPE OF EXPENDITURE FOR 1967 AND 1968 


























Cost 
Total Cost Per Patient Day 
Amount Per Cent Amount Per Cent 
Expenditure Item 1967 1968 Increase 1967 1968 |Increase 
=| 
Salaries $ 66,182,628 ]$ 79,378,671 Ie), ) $25. 41 $28.57 12.4 
Medical and Surgical Supplies 2,981,212 3,558, 875 19.4 1.14 1.28 ib-3-s) 
Drugs 3,444,103 3,941,934 14.5 1. 32 1.42 7.6 
Administration 4,528, 244 5,623,343 24.2 1.74 2.03 16.7 
Food 5,698, 893 6, 228, 977 953 2.19 2.24 2.3 
Laundry and Linen 943,561 1,007, 607 6.8 Pas6 36 = 
Plant 4,473,547 4,869, 396 8.8 We ye? ihe, 0) Liv 
Interest 4,851,231 5,453,482 12.4 1, 86 1.96 5.4 
Depreciation 4,674,924 4,900,114 4.8 1. 80 ea - 
All Other 5,180,450 6, 270, 406) 21.0 1.99 2,26 13.6 
TOTAL $102, 958, 793 | $121, 232, 805 17.7% $39. 53 |$43. 64 10. 4% 
a 























APPROVED AUXILIARY HOSPITALS 


TABLE 39: COMPARATIVE EXPERIENCE - TOTAL COST AND PER PATIENT DAY COSTS 
BY TYPE OF EXPENDITURE FOR 1967 AND 1968 





























Cost 

Total Cost Per Patient Day 

Amount Per Cent Amount Per Cent 
Expenditure Item 1967 1968 Increase 1967 1968 | Increase 
Salaries $ 6,664,525 | $ 7,459,477 Wales) $ 8.93/$ 9.67 8.3 
Medical and Surgical Supplies 130,985 121,921 - 18 U6 - 
Drugs 220, 103 263,530 eet 29 -34 722 
Administration 445,021 504,056 13.3 . 60 65 8.3 
Food 941, 256 1,066,642) 13.3 1.06 The NG 10.4 
Laundry and Linen 196, 340 205, 288 4.6 . 26 All 3.8 
Plant 774,796 786,911 1.6 1, 04 1,02 - 
Interest 367, 836 347,755 - 49 45 - 
Depreciation 846,130 852,870 3 1.13 Deal 
All Other 139, 926 N56, 373 WT} 19 . 20 5.3 

+ 
TOTAL $10,726,918 | $11, 764, 823 oh 7 se IN| ae 29 7.16 




















The increase in paid staff of general hospitals 
also exceeded the increase in volume of days of care 
which general hospitals provided to in-patients. In 
1968 there were 14.18 paid hours of hospital staff 
for every day of in-patient care for adults and children. 
This is an increase of .36 hours over the 1967 ratio. 
Departmentally, the increases took place in the staffs 
of nursing units (.14 hours per patient day), labora- 
tories (.04 hours), radiology departments (.06 hours), 
physiotherapy departments (.03 hours), medical re- 
cords (.03 hours), nursing education (.03 hours), 
and other special services (.03 hours). These increases 
may reflect a greater availability of trained personnel 
as well as an increase in the utilization of special 
diagnostic and therapeutic services for both in-patients 
and out-patients. 

There was a decrease of .01 hours per patient 
day in the staffs of the general service departments. 

The ratio of staff to patients in auxiliary hospitals 
was lower in 1968 than in 1967 by .11 hours per 
patient day. Physiotherapy department staffs increased 
in relation to patient days but the ratio of staff in 
the other departments decreased slightly or remained 
the same, in relation to patient days. 
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XIII. LABORATORY SERVICES 

Table 42 presents a summary of the volume of 
laboratory services in hospitals during each of the past 
five years. Similar to last year’s report, the volume 
is expressed in terms of units compiled on the basis 
of the 1960 edition of “Schedule of Unit Values for 
Clinical Laboratory Procedures”, issued by the Domin- 
ion Bureau of Statistics. The unit of measurement is 
basically 10 minutes of time with 7 minutes being 
allowed for technical procedures and 3 minutes for 
preparatory services. 

During 1968 there was a 27.5 per cent increase 
in laboratory work completed. The volume of labora- 
tory work increased the greatest amount in out-patient 
services (32.3 per cent), whereas the volume of work 
for in-patients increased by 27.1 per cent. Additional 
information for individual hospitals is supplied in 
Tables 51 and 52 of the Appendix. 


XIV. RADIOLOGICAL SERVICES 

Table 43 indicates a historical qualitative sum- 
mary of the diagnostic radiological services in general 
hospitals. Additional information for individual hos- 
pitals is supplied in Table 50. In 1968 the percentage 
of patients having routine chest X-Rays decreased but 
at a much smaller rate than has been the usual case 
in the last five years. There was a slight net gain in 
number of chest X-Rays taken during the year. 


XV. SURGICAL SERVICES 

Table 44 presents a summary of selected quan- 
titative information of surgical services in hospitals. 
Additional information concerning individual hospital’s 
experience for 1968 will be found in Table 53 of the 
Appendix. Quantitative data concerning the 25 most 
frequent surgical operations are given in Table 35. 

The number of surgical operations on in-patients 
in general hospitals was 6 per cent higher in 1968 
than in 1967 and out-patient operations increased by 


8 per cent. The number of hours of surgery increased 
by 4 per cent over the preceding year. The amount of 
surgery in general hospitals increased more than did 
the population served, which increased by 2.4 per cent. 
Almost all of the increase in surgery took place in 
hospitals of 200 beds or more. 

Operations on pharynx, tonsils and adenoids, con- 
tinue to be the most frequently performed group of 
operations, of which tonsillectomy with adenoidectomy 
is the most frequent. 


XVI. OBSTETRICAL SERVICES 

A summary of the volume of obstetrical work 
done in general hospitals during each of the past five 
years is given in Table 45. Based on the Dominion 
Bureau of Statistics estimates, the number of females 
between the ages of 15 and 45, the number of obstet- 
rical deliveries in the general hospitals in Alberta was 
95.1 per 1,000 females of this age group, compared 
to 98.1 per 1,C00 in 1967. In practically all parts of 
the Province, the hospital facilities available for obstet- 
rical and newborn greatly exceeds the demand. Addi- 
tional information concerning individual hospital’s ex- 
perience for 1968 will be found in Table 53 of the 
Appendix. 


XVII. OUT-PATIENT SERVICES 

Table 46 contains a summary of select information 
concerning services provided to out-patients by general 
hospitals in various size groups. Additional information 
concerning individual hospital’s experience for 1968 
will be found in Tables 50, 51, 53 and 67. Gross 
earnings for out-patient services increased by 42.2 
per cent. This was largely due to an increase in serv- 
ices performed. The greatest increase for services per- 
formed was for number of X-Ray films taken (30.4 
per cent) and units of laboratory work performed 
(3033: perscent). 


TABLE 42: VOLUME OF LABORATORY WORK IN TERMS OF 
STANDARD UNITS DONE IN GENERAL HOSPITALS OR REFERRED OUT 











Total Work Done By Hospital 


Laboratories: 
For In-Patients 
For Out-Patients 
Procurement of Specimens 
Referred In 


Hs @ Atty 
Work Referred Out: 


For In-Patients 
For Out-Patients 


iless482 
124,123 


OATS 


Work Done For Patients 
(excluding procurement 
of specimens): 


In- Patients 8, 237,081% 


Out - Patients 626, 057% 
Units per In-Patient 29. 4% 
Units per Patient Day 3, 4% 


* Includes procurement of specimens. 


72759, U2 8,571,496 |10,113,973 | 13,762,419 | 17,552,092 


1,370,249 
157,986 


1,312,605 1,528; 2355 )) 1610, 083" leo eee 2,085, 438 


8,002,675 
714, 580 






















7,803,487 | 10, 831,950 13, 767, 636 
667,008 868,942 1,149,849 
1,229,070 bbLli 97 2,089,234 
313,808 450, 430 545,174 


1,415,107 
196, 876 


l, bis ara 
241,681 


1,782,098 
303, 340 





9,218,594 
863, 884 


eet oh Gar | 
Ih 102622 


15, 549, 936 
1, 453,189 


29.2 Be. 9 42.0 50.0 
Sa 3.0 4.7 526 
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TABLE 43; VOLUME OF RADIOLOGY IN GENERAL HOSPITALS IN 
TERMS OF EXAMINATIONS AND FILMS 


In-Patients 





Examinations: 
Routine Chest X-Rays SoD | Lo 989 
Other X-Ray Examinations: 
With Fluoroscopy Zoo 0 26,002 
Without Fluoroscopy 203,053 243,708 
Films Taken 675,990 765, 755 
Average Films per In-Patient 
Admission 2.4 
Percentage of Patients Having 
Routine Chest X-Rays Toya G 
Out-Patients 
Examinations 12> 5o0 | bale 7 40 265, 994 
Films Taken Rey Melsy | Sevan tekey- 642, 987 
Average Films per Out-Patient 
Examination (ah (V2 ‘ : ee 


Interpretation of Films 
Films Read Within the Hospital: 


By Radiologist 738, 668 927,401 (E1515 518 

By Other Physicians Ne) as) 70,609 Whey eh 
Films Referred Out 52037 193504 Soec09) 447 
Percentage Interpretations Made by 


Radiologists* 94.4 3 5 94,2 94.8 





* All films referred cut are assumed to have been referred to radiologists. 


TABLE 44: SURGICAL SERVICES IN GENERAL HOSPITALS 






Number of Operations: 
































In Emergency Units--In- Patients LOS, 6,009 5,041 
--Out- Patients 40,005 80,459 86, 882 

In Operating Rooms--In-Patients 112,054 128,640) ls3e 70s 
--Out-Patients 8,405 14,548 155619 

Total hours of surgery in operating rooms 99, 449 LOS cSt nell 599 


Deaths during or after operations: 





























During operations Sz 4] SH 
Within 48 hours after 132 178 201 
48 hours to 10 days after 299 274 273 
Post-Operative Infections--In-Patients (ie5) oe ‘hese Okeyeh 


Average duration of operations done 
in operating rooms (minutes) 














50 45 45 
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TABLE 45: OBSTETRICAL SERVICES IN GENERAL HOSPITALS 













Total deliveries 

Caesarean sections 

Maternal deaths 

Stillbirths 

Live birlhs 

Immature births 

Deaths of immature newborn 

Neonatal deaths (mature & immature) 
Newborn with staphylococcal infections 











RATIOS: 
Caesarean sections per 1,000 deliveries 
Immature births per 1,000 births 

Immature newborn deaths per 1,000 live births 
Neonatal deaths per 1,000 live births 

Cases of staphylococcal infection per 

1,000 live births 


TABLE 46: SELECTED INFORMATION ON SERVICES PROVIDED 
TO OUT-PATIENTS IN APPROVED GENERAL HOSPITALS-1968 















(1) 
Surgical 
Operations 


Units of Number of 








Gross 
Earnings 
























SPA Aly 
15 - 24 Dive oo 
25 - 34 550s gt 
3b2— (49 faved en Lees) 
50 - 99 1,604) 730 
100 - 199 5559057 
200 - 499 1,054, 084 
500 and Over 5. ODL OL 


(1) Includes operations done in emergency units. 


(2) Includes unit values assigned to procurement of specimens when done 
by laboratory staff, 
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